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Dear Students and Parents, 

We hope your family is healthy and 
enjoying the fun activities that are a part 
of winter. We are amazed that January 
has already disappeared, but it certainly 
was a productive month at Armstrong 
Elementary School! January is a great 
month for covering curriculum as there 
are usually minimal interruptions and 
students are well rested from the break.  
We have completed lots of numeracy and 
literacy activities, outdoor learning, 
snowshoeing and cross country skiing. We 
look forward to more basketball games, 
Pink Shirt Day and Valentine’s Day 
celebrations. Read on for more details….. 

    Basketball 

Basketball is well underway at AES. The 
teams will be playing games against other 
schools. They are displaying strong 
sportsmanship and have been putting 
forward their best effort. WOW! 

Mr. Belec and Mrs. Brown have been busy 
with all the scheduling of games and we 
appreciate the extra effort and the time 
coaching entails! 

FEBRUARY MATH FACTS  

We are promoting home practice for 
math facts during this month of 

February. Please find a space of time as 
often as possible to do flashcard 
practice! This is one of our goals! 

Student Fees 

Some families still need to pay their 
student fees.  Kindergarten fees are 
$28.00 and all other grades are 
$13.00.  We will be contacting the 
families who still owe fees. We 
appreciate prompt payment so we can 
provide the services this money covers.  

No Idle Policy  

Just a reminder to park your car and turn 
off the engine while waiting for your 
child. You will notice that our bus drivers 
follow this policy and it helps keep the air 
healthy for our growing students. There 
is a “No Idle” sign and this area is a 
walkway not a parking area. Thank you! 

Also, please keep the handicap parking 
spot free and clear for those parents and 
guests that require this assistance! Thank 
you for parking next to the vehicles 
already parked so we can utilize our space 
effectively! Thank you.  

 

 



Feeling Safe Survey  

Ms. Brown had the students complete a  
Feeling Safe survey in November. We will 
complete a  second survey –in the spring. 
We will look to conferencing to solve 
issues that are shared in a proactive 
manner. We will also be encouraging 
students to wear pink on February 28th   
to show their support for Anti-Bullying. 
As well, please send frozen pink water to 
school on Feb. 28th  (Pink Shirt Day) for 
our heart school sculpture! 

  Manner Focus 

Each month we have been focusing on a 
different area of manners. This month it 
is interrupting adults politely.  

1) Say “excuse me” and wait 
2) Put your hand on the arm of the 

adult and wait 

Early Dismissal        

All students will be dismissed one hour 
early on both Feb. 7 and 8- at 1:03. The 
busses will run an hour earlier as well. If 
you are picking up your child please make 
note of  the dates. 

 

During the afternoon of Feb. 7 and 8- 
some classes will be hosting interviews or 
meetings, well others completed 
interviews in the fall and so will not be 
meeting with parents. To clarify-  Mrs. 
Ramsey and Mrs. Nicholson will be hosting 
student led interviews. Mrs. James and 
Mrs. George  will not be meeting with 
their parents on Feb. 7 and 8. The rest of 
the classes will be hosting meetings, 
which is the term two report card. Please 
bring your term one report card, your 
child and remember to have a goal in mind 
for the meeting.  

Mrs. Ramsey, Mrs. Nicholson, Mrs. George 
and Mrs. James will be sending home a 
term two report card before the March 
Break.  

Valentine’s  

There will be information from classroom 
teachers regarding Valentine’s Day. 

Birth Certificates 

School District 83 is wanting all new 
students to register with birth certificates.  
In the past AES would allow parents to sign 
a paper saying they didn’t have one, or 
were not getting one.  This is no longer a 
choice.  That said, we have a few students 
without birth certificates.  We will be 
sending, emailing or calling these parents.  
If you are aware of a letter on file, and you 
have a birth certificate, please bring to the 
office to be photocopied. 

 

 So You think You Have 
Talent? 

AES students will be having the 
opportunity to participate in our Annual 
Talent Show –which will be hosted in 
March! Sheila Malashewsky, Mrs. 
Normandeau, Mrs. Nicholson and Mrs. 
Neufeld are helping with the organizing.   
It will be a lot of fun! Our school is 
thrilled to promote performing and the 
arts.  

 

 DEAR  

(Drop Everything and Read)  

Our students met with their buddy class 
for silent reading during Un-Plug and Play 
week. It was wonderful to see children 
spread out over the school and enjoying 



their reading. It was a great way to 
celebrate Unplug and Play week.  

After School Bus Area 

We are asking for parent support with a 
few issues pertaining to our after school 
procedures for safety. We are keeping all 
students off the intermediate soccer 
field and all bus students in the bussing 
area. As well, the cement barriers 
between the bus waiting area and the bus 
lane need to be free of people. Also, 
please be a strong role model and use the 
cross walk. Thank you so much! 

PAC  

Our generous PAC have donated money to 
help out with self-regulation tools, 
outdoor learning equipment and classroom 
extras! WOW! We are so grateful! They 
will be hosting a movie afternoon for our 
kindergarten, grade one and two 
students. We are just setting a date. It 
will be at the Centennial Theater and with 
popcorn! In addition, they are hosting a 
taco lunch for the whole school-this will 
occur before Spring Break on Feb. 28th.  

Report Card Pilot  
  
Recently we had our student-parent-
conferences.  We appreciate the high turnout 
rate we had, and believe that this is an 
important conversation to have to support your 
child’s learning.  This follows a new written 
report card format that you received in 
December.  Our school district is making 
decisions about whether to continue this 
process, with some improvements or to try a 
different model of reporting.  Thus we have 
been asking for your feedback.  You will have 
recently received a survey about the student-
parent-conferences and we would really 
appreciate if you would take the time to provide 
us feedback to help us and the district make a 
good decision.  
  
We received well over 100 responses from 
parents on the written report card and the 
feedback was:   

-88% of parents stated that the report 
card comments were “informative and 
personal”  

-75% of parents stated the report card 
“clearly stated how my child was doing”  

-81% of parent stated that report card 
was “specific and individualized to my child”  

-74% of parents stated that the ‘sliding 
scale’” showed me exactly how my child 
is doing in each area”  
  

There were also many comments which 
provided further feedback and suggestions for 
improvement.  We really appreciate your 
feedback.  We will also be sharing parent 
feedback from the Conference Survey in a 
future newsletter.  
 

Take A HIKE! 

 

 Monashees: Twin Lakes 

Distance from Vernon 100 minutes east 

Time 4 hours 

This is a stunning alpine meadow that’s far 
rockier than most local hikes. There are, in 
fact, two beautiful lakes, and if you’re keen on 
overnighting, this is a great place to pitch a 
tent 

Satisfaction Surveys 

Parent’s of students in grade four will be 
receiving a survey. Please fill out online. Your 
letter will have the online code for you to 
access the survey. All students in grade 4 will 
complete the survey at school. Thank you for 
providing important feedback.  

 

Quote of the month   

“You must feel confident with yourself to 
follow your own dreams” 

 

 

http://hikingaddiction.ca/trails/viewtrail.php?trail_id=109


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


